Clear Lake Lutheran Church Historical Highlights Re  vised 02/09/08

1937---Louis Gerke and Otto Buesking approached Rev Wifilliaustave Polack, who also had a cottage on Cldar, La
about holding services at the Lake. The eight faupéamilies included Dr William and lona Polaclguis and Ella
Gerke, Otto and Pauline Buesking, Adolph and Ellaeggeman, William and Bertha Dreyer, Fred and Coribeke,
Arnold and Minnie Koeneman and Otto and Clara Scheg. They were soon joined by Bertha Cobb, Mta El
Federspiel, Ed and Emma Miller, John and Vally @ebhd Herbert and Blanche Tonne. The Clear Lakledrah
Chapel Association was formed.

FOUNDING FAMILIES

1938--The first service was held July 3, 1938 in the aoaed brick Community School on Route 120, 1 mile
southwest of Clear Lake, with 130 in attendance.rAge attendance of the ten services held duringahd August
was 106 with choirs from the Ft Wayne area addingpé worship. The brick school building was on ¢bener of 120
and 700E and has since been torn down. A Rev A &etziburn led worship once a month in the wintet &iter 1938
winter services were only held sporadically un@h. The first year the winter services were held small white
Mormon Church at 120 and 725 E — the building burh@an in 2001. The rent for both the church andsttteool
house was $1 per use.

1939--John and Vally Oehler donated several lots enhifi behind their grocery store on the south sifi€lear Lake
for a chapel. On March 30, 1939 in the home of kauid Ella Gerke in Ft Wayne a decision was madeitd a chapel
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with seating for 150. Arnold Koeneman preparedaa @ind on April 15, 1939 they broke ground. “Thepie had a
mind to work!” The basement was dug with a slipaper. With largely volunteer labor, including a gpoof 29
carpenters and workers from Ft Wayne who came eipait weekend of April, the building progresseulaty.
Landscaping was furnished by the Koeneman famitySOnday July 2, 1939 the chapel was dedicated.dEdise
original building was $2,305.41 and $212.85 fonfahings!

\

ONLY FIVE WEEKS LATER

1940--The Estey electro-pneumatic organ was dedidatéue first anniversary service on June 30. Pauinesking
served as organist. People were encouraged bréngethildren and dress informally. Visitors weréepéd use of the
picnic tables and grounds, dressing rooms and raeclyss to the beach.

1941--More ground was acquired and an outdoor puldlifress system was installed to accommodate thogseouid
not be seated indoors. Chairs were placed on foptabn the east of the building. Every evening &M sacred music
was broadcast over the lake.

1942---In recognition of his literary achievements, Vafiao University conferred on Rev Polack the degfd@octor
of Letters. Concordia Publishing House publishedPDlack’s “Handbook to the Lutheran Hymnal” a véligasource
book on authors and hymns. Dr Polack was an owstgreducator, author, historian, poet and hymristojline of his
translations (nos. 6,7,42,78,150,187,238,266 af &4d three of his original works, (no 482, 512&8) and 640) are
in our red hymnal.
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FOUNDING PASTOR GUSTOV POLACK

1943---Consideration was given to founding a Waltheadige Camp at the lake. Gas rationing kept some diften
coming to the lake. A girl's sextet was formed dsetiisg of Lois Dreyer, Carol Ernsting, Bev Koenem@ayolyn
Meyer, Shirley Ann Preuss and Ruth Strasser. On4ihlthe huge rugged outdoor cross and the paiatirChrist
preaching from the boat were dedicated. Two lost ebthe chapel (61&62) were acquired for taxe$1£.72.

1944---Services at the chapel were broadcast over WGt iWayne. The gold lettering “The Lord Is In HisIio
Temple” was donated by Bertha Cobb (later Zelt).

1945---Services were only held during the summer moniti$ ence-a-month ‘off season’ services were inaaggd in
the fall of 1945, including Sunday School and BiBlass. The first Children’s Christmas program welsl hBoth a
summer program and a winter group elected offiths. Clear Lake Lutheran Chapel Association (the seangroup)
owned the building. Each year the winter group waeluest the right to use the facility and it vi@snally granted.

1946---Pews were installed and summer Sunday School e@snbusing religious ‘sound’ films (one was in fedilor!)

1947---A vestry for the pastor was added to the weshefchancel “a small room similar to that on the si&e.” The
Ladies Aid Society was organized. A 100’ x 150’ dt&d plot across the street from the chapel wasssé¢ as a
cemetery (The 1947 minutes give credit to John &ekho purchased the land from Arnold Koenemane tp the
association, but see note of 1954). An oil burriimgace was added.

1948---The stone altar, given in memory of Henry and Am@&lonne was dedicated for use at outdoor services.
Average summer attendance for 13 services was2&6basement was divided into a kitchen and a Sugdhool
room. On July 4, 1948 the congregation celebragetiith anniversary with Dr O.P. Kretzmann, Presidé Valparaiso
University preaching, and, in an afternoon seniimored Pastor Polack for ten years of service.mbtto of the
anniversary program: “The Church with the Messagkthe Welcome”

1949---A heart warming series of sermons prepared bytbees of Clear Lake was published posthumoush9bD1
under the title, Beside Still Waters and joined salveolumes of poetry and works of history authobgdDr Polack. He
also was well known for the hundreds of verses twenfor greeting cards.

1950---Founding Pastor, Dr Polack died of a brain tummodone 5th and after a memorial service at Conaordi
Seminary in St Louis, a service was held at Cle&el@hapel on June 7th where he was buried in tiwyrdedicated
cemetery (only the second to be buried there,iteelfeing one day old Craig Kuntz.) In a lettethie congregation
Arnold Koeneman expressed regret that “Dr Poladkndit realize his greatest dream for the Chapeleéoit grow into
a permanent year around congregation with a fuktpastor.” A marble cross monument and chimes gigen in his
memory. The Rev Armin Oldsen, then professor ap#iaiso University served his first season as sunpmeacher and
accepted the association’s invitation to serveuasnser pastor at Clear Lake Lutheran Chapel.
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1951---A summer parsonage on the East shore was acdujirge association for the price of $13,900 and iAramd
Evelyn moved in with their four sons. Armin Oldseas selected as the speaker for the Lutheran lquosition he
held for three years. His sermons were translai®d56 languages and broadcast throughout the wertd Henry
Kumnick began serving as preacher for the congi@gétom September to May.

e =R SRS —

R R A
PASTOR ARMIN OLDSEN

1952---Average summer Sunday attendance was 517. On8fthZonstitution was signed by members of thearin
group — the nucleus of what was to become a yegsrdreongregation. Monthly potlucks where the chigrblusiness
was conducted were held from September to May raetipe that was continued until 1968. The congiegavas
using a Bohn organ. Ed Bohn of the Bohn organ compaasya regular worshipper. Rolene Kaufman and NoHess
played the organ and piano for winter services.

1953---Average summer attendance had reached 500 andl r@tendance one Sunday was just short of oneahdus
Often on Sundays throughout the 50’s and 60’sfergifit guest choir from Decatur, Defiance, Ft Wagn&lapoleon
would provide special music and stay for a picmid awim.

OVERFLOW SEATING

1954---Armin Oldsen called as pastor of St Paul Lutherabakewood, Ohio but continued to serve the chapel
summer speaker in July and August. John Oehlanekiithat he had purchased lots from Arnold Koeneimatine
purpose of donating them to the association butkbaneman had not given him a deed but had ingteaded the
property to the association for a cemetery. A egtnt of $114 was paid to the Oehlers and a mptssed, “that John
Oehler would no longer be considered the donohefGlear Lake Lutheran Chapel Cemetery grounds.”
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1955---

1956---Rev Kumnick retired and moved to Arizona. The Bohgan was repaired.. The year round parishioneesdvot
to continue as a congregation. Prof Oscar Wallemfcordia College, Ft Wayne served. A vote to dettideccept the
Lutheran position on closed communion was passe@436 no and 3 abstentions (triggering the resign of the
president of the association, Mark Kaufman.)

1957---Pastor Oldsen took a call to be director of Religi&aucation at Concordia High School, Ft Wayne aghh
serving Clear Lake Lutheran Chapel on a year roasisb

1958---The mortgage on the parsonage was paid off andgeesummer attendance had risen to 605.

1959--The congregation considered building an outdooflipaveither west of the cemetery, to be built @ctons as
needed with each section to seat 300 people, ¢in nbthe building in front of the outdoor altareN matching pulpit
and lectern placed in sanctuary

1960---
1961---

1962---25th Anniversary Season. A 10 foot addition tortbeth end of the chapel provided a new chancetjss and
lounge room; a redecorated sanctuary with indiighting and new carpeting; an indoor stairwayhe basement (in
the north east corner) and added and enlargedo@sis. The cost was $6,500. Stained glass pamefetbthe rear wall
of the chancel and a decorative wood panel andiaad symbols IHS (Jesus) and XP (Christ) were pptase. Mrs
Buesking was recognized for 25 years as the chugdnst. The motto: “Let no one feel he is a steartgere.”
Attendance at the anniversary service on July 2@th 1248. Minnie Koeneman donated an L shaped pigueperty
bordering the cemetery to the west and south. Blodeased to the church (with an option to bugpa X 200 foot
piece of land to the west of that property. Sherldbnated the land to the church (see note 1968).

1963--Stained glass windows on the street side of thpalh@ere given in memory of Dr G. W. Polack by tinldren
and dedicated the last Sunday in August. The manklmorial cross in the cemetery was vandalizedrepdired. An
organ fund was begun. The front entrance was ugdeith new doors and an overhanging canopy. Thegragation
voted to give a tithe of its income to the Luthe€irurch- Missouri Synod (opposed by some becautiergae then
Synod of Missouri, Ohio and Other States did ngpsut them as a start-up mission.)

1964--A recommendation for an outside pavilion for theteside of the church to “eliminate the need taycao many
chairs and so that worshipers might be able tdreeeninister” was discussed but abandoned in 1866 .practice of
making copies of ‘Portals of Prayer’ available veagun.

1965---Pastor Oldsen accepted a call to be pastor oftyriAuburn but continued as speaker at Clear Lakbdran
Chapel. He preached at 9 am in Auburn and then:20Xin at the lake. A new Baldwin organ at a c6$2¢200 was
dedicated on July 13th. Mrs Denver Eckert of Def@anontributed $1,500 of the cost. A winterizedspaage was
purchased at 826 Clear lake Drive and the old pag® sold. Lot 60 (east of church) was donatebaahurch by
Dwight and Mary Hostetler.

1966---Winter attendance averaged over 100 for thetfiret. The possibility of bringing together the suerrand
winter groups was raised.

1967---New speaker system installed. Plans for a cirqudailion to the northwest of the chapel “in wheth
worshippers will be seated together surroundedbypeauty of God’s nature.” were considered arat Ethandoned.

1968---On August 31st, 1968 the Clear lake Lutheran Chapsbciation transferred ownership of all its propeand
grounds including the cemetery and parsonage tClisa Lake Lutheran Church and after 31 years akweased to
exist as a separate entity. Clear Lake Lutherand@hioecame a “fully established congregation” anstéteDldsen was
installed as its first full time pastor. Two semgcwere held (8:30 and 10:30am) “because of thditgd savings time
confusion.” A new winterized parsonage was purcti@e326 Lake Drive at a cost of $29,500. The ek®@ of
property west of the cemetery was donated to thecthby the Koeneman family.

1969---On New Years day in a special service, a plaguehmag commemorating the transfer of all propertyhef

Association to the congregation. On June 1st atitotisn with bylaws was adopted and the congregaincorporated
as a self supporting congregation of the Lutheranr€h- Missouri Synod. The well system was replaced
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1970---A building committee presented three plans foragdeating. A “Cross Design” was chosen. A stairwayhie
basement at the back (street side) of the churshalga proposed as well as a roof over the dodingxo the east and a
wood and glass screen at the rear of the nave.

1971---Major remodeling of the entrance, expansion ofrtéree with transepts to the east and west and aandeyl
chancel area to the north to form a cross shapidirnmiwith beautiful stained glass windows by C&ass of Ft
Wayne, a new kitchen under the east wing, and adetad “fellowship hall” were completed at a cos$65,000.
Herman Muesing was the chairman of the building mittee, the architect was John Dickerson and theeGé
Contractor was the Behrmann Construction Company aidee under the west wing and chancel area wasagkn
provided room for outdoor seating and picnic tabfesew natural gas furnace was installed and 2 pews were
purchased. The entire chapel was covered with alumisiding and a high, white aluminum spire wasgxdieon the old
belfry tower. Wiring for the hard of hearing wasainstalled. Herb and Blanche Tonne underwrotetitiee cost of a
new west entrance. A rededication service was &efut 5, 1971.

. T

T e
NEW ENTRANCE

1972---Four stained glass windows in the main sectiomefdhurch, with a four season theme designed byCRésen,
were given as a memorial for Mrs Minnie Koenemacharter member.

1973---The parking lot was paved.

1974---On August 11 the congregation observed Rev Old¥5its year as pastor. Rev Oswald Hoffman of the
Lutheran Hour was the preacher. New communion wadebaptismal font were purchased.

1975---

1976---The construction loan from 1971 was paid off amdaatgage burning ceremony was held. The churchrgte
were decorated for the bicentennial of the Unitedes.

1977---A retirement dinner for Rev Oldsen was sold odhatPotawatomi Inn with over 500 guests. The pargen
was sold to Rev Oldsen and he was made Pastor tamarirecognition of his long service. On Octopard, Rev
Loren J. Shiley was installed. Church office equiptmeas purchased and church bulletins were begun.

1978---The proceeds from the sale of the parsonage (@3Rd&hd $7,586 from the general fund were invested
Pastor Shiley’s new residence by means of a sexmmthage of $40,366. The parking lot was paved.

1979---The fortieth anniversary of the church was celedatat
1980---A new Rogers combination pipe and electronic ongas installed in time for Christmas at a cost &,880. A

Bell Tower committee was formed. After three yedrdiscussion a new constitution was adopted. Ireibe Clear
Lake LWML received its charter from the interna@borganization.

2007



1981---Various plans were drawn up and discussed forem@vances and a bell tower. The vestibule was megpaind
the tower replaced at a cost of $5,262. In Junedngregation celebrated Pastor Shiley’s 30th amgary in the
ministry. However a letter criticizing Pastor Skilwas circulated — issues included the repaymdradide on his house
loan and his influence on the organ purchase, amhtxoversy erupted with strong feelings expressedoth sides.

1982---After a period of dissension and turmoil thattsghle congregation, the Board of Directors asked Sgley to
resign effective May 30, 1982. Rev Shiley declinedd so. A ballot was distributed to all memberd &h5 voted to
ask Rev Shiley to leave and 84 wanted him to si#ty 38 abstaining.

1983---On Jan 7th the locks on the church were changedPastbr Shiley was denied entrance. CLLC sold 2@fr€h
to Bob Moore. When the LCMS Commission of Adjudioatissued a ruling in favor of Pastor Shiley, héfiea the
congregation of his intention to return to the pudm July 17th. However, this offer was met witle tcancellation of
services on that day. On July 28th, with Dr E.Hn#&ierman, president of the Indiana District of tli&MS, present as
an observer, the congregation, by a vote of 1@ (tbe Shiley supporters boycotted the meetinggd/to officially
remove Rev Shiley. Some of the members had left Rétstor Shiley in January and met in Moore’s Bara preaching
station. On July 31st they voted to establish witaild become Peace Lutheran in Fremont. Rev Mélitmbecame
interim pastor at CLLC. The back patio was encldse@n office for the pastor. On April 13 the Cléake Ladies and
LWML group and a Clear Lake Men'’s and LLL club werganized.

1984---Rev Zilz continued to serve until Rev Herman Reesginstalled as the new pastor in December. Tweawngy f
robes were purchased for the choir (Keith Gnaggadior).

1985---

1986---The free standing bell tower was finally erectelde Hell tower was designed and constructed by Bill
Scheumann, a member of the congregation. The 900doell, donated by Barbara Spears in memory ohasband,
John, was cast in 1895 and electrified by I.T. efdo. Cincinnati, Ohio.

1987

1988---The church struggled financially throughout thés88ervice time was changed from 10 am and se€3 &on
Worship and 10 am Sunday School.

1989---The congregation celebrated its 50th anniversaylay 22 with Melvin Zilz preaching and July 24tlitlkv
Armin Oldsen preaching.

1990---In January Rev Herman Reese was called to St Lukesdlaer, IN. The Fremont parsonage was sold for
$49,000. Rev Gilbert Meseke installed as a paréfimerim pastor to be renewed on an annual bakes Church
undercroft was enclosed for a Sunday School room.

1991---The funds from the sale of the parsonage weresglata 15 year 9% Lutheran Church Extension FundatD
future use (It was due to mature at $181,797 in 2@d6 but because a $10,000 withdrawal was ma#i@98 to help
pay for a new roof the final amount was $161,000).

1992

1993---A light for the parking lot was installed in memar/Betty Stegelmann who many years earlier hachsairheen
denied entry to the US because she was blind iregee

1994---The patio garden overlooking the outdoor worsipigce was landscaped in memory of Rudolf and Marie
Stegelmann.

1995---Stained glass windows donated earlier by the Fréfank were installed in the chancel, replacingdblered

windows and reredos (curtain). A new well was dgnneth Redmann served as a vicar under the sspamnof Rev
Meseke.
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PASTOR GIL MESEKE LEADS OUTDOOR WORSHIP
1996---Pastor Kenneth Redmann ordained and installed.

1997---CLLC became a member of the Lutheran Foundatierated with funds from the sale of Lutheran Hosyital
Ft Wayne) entitling the church to annual partngrgrants of $10,000 and the opportunity to appfyother grants.

1998---The Chancel renovation project was completeal @ist of $8,500, primarily with memorial fundsen by
more than 30 families. Dedication service held NMagt. A decision was made to put a new roof orcthech at a cost
of nearly $10,000. Teenagers attended the natianah gathering in Atlanta.

1999---The first annual Valentine’s “Honey Ham for Your try” dinner sponsored by the Alpha group was Hedalv
cushions were installed and a new piano purch&eddept 18-19, 52 members participated in a st@apgnning
process entitled “Faithful Christians-Faithful Coagation” to cast a vision for the future of CLLC.

2000---In April the congregation voted 62 to 33 to purshthe 41.5 acres across from the church borderin@uter
Drive and 850 E for $164,000. In August five aonese sold to the Clear Lake Conservancy with aroogor them to
purchase six more which they later executed. Agaittroversy developed over the direction of therchand Pastor
Redmann accepted a call from the Lutheran Churcheo€toss, Port Charlotte, Florida. Don Rauhut seagaghcancy
pastor.

2001---Pastor Mark Gaertner was installed on Sept 9thdawes before the 9/11 terrorist attack.
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PASTOR GAERTNER INSTALLED SEPTEMBER 9, 2001

2002---The question, “What can be done to replace thibakément carpet?” led to the formation of a Site
Development Committee. A survey was taken to ddtexrthe needs for change and expansion.

2003---On April 27th, at the suggestion of the Site Cortemitthe voter’'s decided to modernize the kitcheh a
member, Matt Fredericks, was hired to do the waitkiawas dedicated on Oct 5th. That was just #girtning of the
changes. The vision that guided the process, “Grgws a Place of Welcome and Grace,” led to plansake the
church accessible to all ages with an inviting igortan enlarged and welcoming narthex, a renoviaémvship hall,

an elevator, ground level entryways, handicappedssible restrooms, pastor and secretary officésramneased space
for storage and education. On October 26th thersatiewed schematic drawings for a 4,200 sq ft agjzan (this
included a 600 sq ft portico), authorized archifemtin Meyers to complete construction documentssehio apply for a
matching grant of $208,850 from the Lutheran Fotindagranted and presented at the ground breaki@g04), and
decided to apply for the assistance of the Labdoer€hrist.

GROUNDBREAKING FOR 2004-2005 EXPANSION
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ARCHITECTS OF THE EXPANSION

HARRY PATTERSON LABORERS FOR CHRIST PROJECT MANAGER AN D BOB BRUICK
CONGREGATIONAL LIAISON

2004---On January 25th the voter’s celebrated the comopleif the land purchase with the ‘burning of thertgage.’
Then they authorized the addition of a basemerthenvest side to the planned addition. Sub cordrador the
expansion were chosen and on March 21st a grouakibgeceremony was held. On May 1st the laborar€fuist
began arriving in their RVs to encamp across thd.rBacause of the construction schedule, VacatibteEBchool was
held at Shuman’s High Hope Camp. Construction mssggd rapidly under the general supervision of PFgject
Manager Harry Patterson and Bob ‘the builder’ Bruisinie Tonne coordinated volunteers and Tim Knobleand
Larry Cutshall co-chaired the fund raising comneittRon Kane, as bookkeeper, kept track of the fiahpoocess. Bob
Winzeler designed and fabricated a recognitionysagith a cross at the center. A stained glassavin@vith an image
of the open tomb to complement the Christmas stadevil on the west side) was donated primarily byAheld
Tonne family. On Sept 12th the voters decided thadew furnace and air conditioner for the samgtaad
remodeling of the fellowship hall to the projectthugh the project was not completely done, aiserof dedication
was held on October 17th.

2005---Although the building project grew beyond origipabjections to a 7091 square feet (5,338 sq Iftev¥
construction and 1753 sq ft of remodeling), genemgnants, pledges and gifts were received whichemible the
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$500,000 project to be completely paid for withmaurring long term debt. A “Celebration of Comptet! service in
thanksgiving to God for the beautiful facility wiasld on July 17th. A new advent wreath given in mgnof Mary
Kate Beuchel, Bill Geary and Alice Retcher was datid.

JULY 17, 2005 COMPLETION CELEBRATION

2006---Because the building project was paid for with “neaney” the parsonage/building fund CD (see 199&)not
was reinvested with LCEF. 4 feet of the east eddet®0 was sold to a neighbor who had inadvelyentilt the edge
of his garage on the church’s property. The 35thivaansary of the ordination of Pastor Mark Gaertnwas celebrated
with a special service on July 9th with the past@on, Evan Gaertner preaching. A pictorial dingctd the Clear Lake
Lutheran Church “family and friends” was completéte Stegelmann memorial garden was redone, theltigarage
was given a facelift, a closed circuit TV and DVDan in memory of Lavonne Cutshall were installeat aisle
candles given in memory of Jack Webber were pusthas conference table and chairs given in membeaol
Mueller were placed in the church lounge. The Baddirectors voted to expand the cemetery and linstaontage
fence to replace the hedge. A generous gift frorarl Sue Korte enabled the congregation to not jmmiyn an iron
fence and gate but also a stone retaining wallcamshed gravel approaches. The congregation votpdrthase the
new Lutheran Service Book. On October 29th the megegion celebrated the successful conclusionebthilding fund
drive with a potluck.

2007---CLLC began supporting foreign missionaries direttilpugh the Together In Mission program. After tist
missionary, Nathan Scheele decided to return tetdtes, support was shifted to Rev James May i, TWwgst Africa.
The cemetery expansion and improvements were dedice June 10th. Our Vacation Bible School agtiacted
almost 70 students and 27 volunteer workers uredirection of Kathy Shuman. In October the sacisas
remodeled. A lectern was given by Jane Pepe.

Clear Lake Lutheran Church is a remarkable churble. §enerous outpouring of support from many menineals
friends will enable the church to continue to grasva place of welcome and grace. The congregatisnveathered
storms, enjoyed the sunshine of happy days, andrihd guidance and blessing of God looks forwautthé future,
trusting in His mercy and grace.

This history is a work in process and has been dethpy Pastor Gaertner from previous endeavorspaincary
sources. If you have corrections, additions or sstigns for changing the material please let himwkrinteresting
stories and tidbits are welcome. Perhaps by the &@tiversary of the beginning of the associatiiii@), or the
building of the church (2014), or the 50th anniegeysas a “fully established church” of the LCMS (28(H) a full
narrative history can be written.
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