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PREFACE.

Although Indiana, which has been styled the Eden of the new
world, is destined in her strides to empire to become one of the
first States of the Union, her history has been strangely neglected.
Fragments have been written at different times, but only of de-
tached periods and embracing but a small part of the century and
a half which has elapsed since the first explorations. To supply
this deficiency and furnish a history commensurate with her
present advancement in power and civilization, it is necessary that
the different localities in the State do their respective shares in
compiling the material from which a suitable work may sooner or
later be made up.

To do this work for Steuben County, and furnish a history that
may be of interest to the present generation, and of iricrcaaing
value to those yet unborn, has been the aim of the publishers of
this volume. In presenting it to subscribers, confidence is felt
that it will meet with a cordial reception. No trouble nor expense
has been spared to make it a complete and reliable history, and
any errors or inaccuracies it may contain are due to the inability
of the compilers to obtain the necessary information.

Perfection is not claimed for the book, for “to err is human;”
and although scrupulous care has been observed, there is no doubt
that the critic will find something to fill his hungry soul with de-
light. Thanks are due to the editors of the ZRepublican and
Herald for courtesies extended; to all the county officers, for
innumerable favors; to public societiecs and churehes for data
furnished; and to the citizens generally for their ready co-
operation and the interest they have taken. It has been our
aim to give at least the name, if not more extended notice, of
every “old pioneer,” and if any are omitted, it is owing to the
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glight importance placed on the preservation of recordsin the early
days of our history, and failure on the part of those having the
knowledge to impart it to the compiler. In thespelling of proper
names, we have found in this as in other counties that members
of a family disagree; and where such is the case, who shall decide?
In the personal sketches we of course “ followed copy,” but in the
general history we have tried to give the preference to the forms
used by the majority. Also, members of the same family differ
often as to dates and places. In public records, too, we have
found a single name spelled no less than twelve different ways.

The desire expressed by many citizens for an outline history of
Indiana induced us to add that feature to our prospectus,and we
have accordingly prepared a history which we are willing to have
compared with any yet published. But a review of the contents
of this volume is not necessary. Our readers must be the judges
of its value. We trust they will pronounce as their verdict that
the book is not one to be read to day and then laid on the shelf;
that, as other sources of information diminish, it will stand as a
monument to tell to coming generations the noble part their fore-
fathers took in the settlement of the grand State of Indiana, and
the beautiful little county of Steuben.

THE PUBLISHERS.
Cuioaco, September, 1885.
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CHAPTER XV.

CLEAR LAKE TOWNSHIP.

Tue NorTHEASTERN CoRNER OF INDIANA. — DEscrrrTION. — GE-
0GRAPHY.—CLEAR LARE.—F1rsT SETTLERS AND LLAND ENTRIES.—
First Birra, MARRIAGE AND DEaTH.—EARLY RELIGIOUS SERVICES.
—DrowNED IN THE LARE.—POPULATION.—AGRICULTURAL STa-
TI8TICS.— PROPERTY AND TAXATION. —PovLrrics.—Vore ror PresI-
DENT SINCE 1832.—DEraiLep Vore v 1884.—Lists or TownNsHIp
OFFICIALS. —BI0GRAPHICAL.

The smallest township in the connty, oeccupying the northeastern
corner, not only of Steuben County, but also the State of Indiana,
is Clear Lake. It is congressional township 38 north, 15 east, and
is bounded as follows: On the north by Branch and Hillsdale
counties, Mich.; on the east by Hillsdale County, Mich., and
Williams County, Ohio; on the south by York Township, and on
the west by Fremont Township. It is four miles north and south,
by two and three-quarters east and west. Its area is therefore
about eleven square miles, or 7,000 acres, nearly 1,000 being
covered by water. The township derives its name from the beauti-
ful lake that is situated nearly in the eenter, on the north banks of
which two hotels were built, a few years ago, for the acecommoda-
tion of tourists. Clear Lake deserves to become still more popular
as a resort. It was at one time proposed to build to it a branch
tfrom the railroad, bat this plan was unfortunately given up. Be-
sides Clear Lake, there are several smaller bodies of water, all
connected with it. The soil is of a sandy nature, except in the
south part of the township, which is of a rich, sandy loam. Most
of the township is considered fertile, The surface is rolling, and
interspersed with small rivulets which empty into the lake.

The first settler ot Clear Lake Township was John Russell, who
entered Jand on section 21, in March, 1836. Lle used his covered
wagon for shelter when he first came, and the following summer
or fall built a log cabin in the woods. With Mr. Russell came his
=ons Isaac. Anthony, Wayne, Hiram, John, George and Silas, and

two daughters, mostly grown.
SR : (588)




584 HISTORY OF STEUBEN COUNTY.

Levi Douglas and Thomas Cope entered land, the former on
section 28 and the latter on 33, in April, 1836, and located the
same year. Lewis Wells settled Dec. 19, 1886; Charles Throop
entered land on section 33; George and Clark Throop on section
29, in 1886, and settled on the same in 1837. George Hotechkiss
settled on section 28 in the winter of 1838. Hiram Throop and
Erastus Brown settled in 1840. The Lords and Burroughs came
goon after, at about which time the township began settling up
rapidly, and continued so until the land was all taken. '

The first white child born in Clear Lake was Noah Douglas. son
of Levi and Abigail Douglas, in the winter of 1837, and the second
wae Lovica C., danghter of Charles and Sally Throop, in Janunary,
1888. The first marriage took place in 1839, Rodney Beach and
Charlotte Douglas being the contracting partics. The first person
who died was Levi Donglas, the event oceurring in 1839, and he
was shortly followed by Lovica and Marian Throop, both of whom
died in the same year. The first school-house was built at Harris’s
Corners, on section 33, in 1843, and the school was taught by
Ariah Beach.

The first religious services were held at the house of Levi
Douglas in 1838, by a Mr. Swiger, an exhorter of the Methodist
Episcopal chureh, and the first preaching was by an itinerant
Methodist preacher, at the funerals of Levi Douglas and the chil-
d-en of Charles Throop.

At a picnic held at Clear Lake, July 4, 1858, a terrible accident
occurred, in which eleven persons were drowned. This cast a
gloom over the occasion, which is yet spoken of by those who were
eye-witnesses of this sad oecurrence, which was the result of care-
lessness on the part of the man in charge of the boat, who was
under the influence of whisky.

The population of the township in 1870 was 455; in 1880, 519—
an inerease of sixty-four.

The following leading crop statistics are for the last census year,
1880: Acres of wheat sown, 967 ; average number of bushels
grown per acre, twenty; total crop, 19,340 bushels; acres of corn,

529; average product of upland, forty bushels per acre, and of

buttom, forty-five bushels; total crop, 21,2505 acres of oats, 332;
average product, thirty bushels per acre; total crop, 9,960 acres
in meauow, 818; average product, one and a half tons of hay per
acre; total crop, 477 tons; acres in potatoes, forty; average prod-
uct, seventy-five bushels per acre; total crop, 3,000 bushels.
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